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Abstract

Thepositionof Turdasettlementn territory has always been used as a link betweersyiseemof
settlements which directly border the city. The intentions of this paper are the study of the regional
importance that the city of Turdgenerated over its constitution as a settlement anculagsis of

its polarizing role. This paper aims to discuss the settlement potential regarding its heritage and
cultural aspects. | propose analyzirthe peculiaritiesof the urban structure by hisioal
significance and also the overlapped urban layers that have generated the uniqgue composition of
the entire assembly the historical centerin the city life there can be noticed a lack of urban
strategies and the constant need for new developmientds Due to the high density of
architectural monuments, the assembly of the hisabcenter, the areas with industriahportance

and the significance of salt @a» economic and symbolic aspect, the biga great potential to be
discussed and cultated. In the postmodern era the cultural and recreational functions acquired a
great importance by calling into question the role of small cities in developing of territorial
strategies and affirming local identity by historical and cultural heritggeservation Toward

which aspect should the development strategies focus so that the city would impose as a polarizing
center? What urban elements should be considered as importar@naging thestructure of the

city when discussing lorgrm visions? Thehgpective of this research paper is aimed at informing

the public about the existing valuessich aghe patrimonial ones the urban onesandthe cultural
significance.This paper wants to provide a new perspective for the understanding and appreciation
oft he cityds urban structure, different from e
indeed, compared to the long existance and complexity of the city.
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1. Introduction

This paper aims to discuss the peculiarities of the urban andi¢astevolution regardinghe city

of Turda.This is partof a larger research project regarding the aftyurdaurban developmerand
constitution throughout historyand represents just the first part of As a research method
dividedthetime axis presented below in thaur majorhistorical periods, the ones which were the
most significantregarding thesocialevents and historical moments. This was madenttblethe
starting pointof this research, which is an urbhistorical oneln the following lines | will present

a bit ofthe existing literature related to ttexritorial evolution of the city and its surroundings and
the particular issues related to the establishment of the settlement. This paper corshosgmEet

of this historical study which willpresentthe main apects that have marked the historical and
urban development of the settlement, from its status as-BdPnan place, Roman Colony, and up
to whd it will become much later, significantCount yés town center.

2.Recent Research and References in theld

In this studywere used manseferences of several related figeldf urbanism and architectuieis
importantt o menti on that i n the sel ecaoytconplexstadies b i bl
regarding the analysis of the urban structure of itye Therefore, this research aimsaalyzethe
morphological and social features, and the conclusions are based on the inéoioogtionthat |
managed to put them altogether so far. Therefore, the first samdiehe most substantial orteat

| went through were the archaeological ones, those dirdiakkgd to the process of the urban
constitutionof the city Another field of study from which | interpret@dformationwas related to

society and local historyln terms of specialized studies, &etbeginning | expected to find
something more substantial relatedthe urban development of the city, but | found very few
references, and in the end | had to get back to the archaeological and historical studies for almost all
periods of time that maekl the citp s udeuelapment. | would like to mention here the two
recent development stratedig8, 4]. In what concerns these strategjieis importantto point out

that the lack ofa complex urban planning study around the city and its surroundatyges the
importance othe patrimonial aspects fare wholearea
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3. Historical Overview

In the case of Turda city we propose a sociological and historical analysis of the entire urban tissue
inside the city center and the anjing areas.The resilts and conclusions of this analysis will be
embodied in some future case studies that will aim to establish the potentiainateass of
cultural and touristic developmerioreover, t can be mentionederethe meaningfulareas from

the inner historical center which arstoredin the memory of the residentiske the roman fort, the
fortified churches, theentralsquare the pedestrians small bridgeger Racilor streametc; these
numerousplaceshave a great potential to b®rnesseds in tourism culture and archaeology
Analyzing thesestudies it can beconcluded that the main stagestire city development were
directly related to théocal and globaéconomy ando the sociallayers The city has gone through
periods where it has been higldgvelopedon all levels but also thorough periods obntinuous
decline. Under those circumstangeshe significant historical stagesegarding the urban
establishmentare those which created today a complex structure by overlapping layers of antiquity,
medievaltimes nineteenth century and the interwar period when the city had its most flourishing
and wealthy timéoth in the field of economy and culture

3.1 Antiquity

COLONIA (POTAISSA AND RURAL TERRITORY)

POTAISSA / PATAVISSENSIS

DIERNA
VICUS
MUNICIPIUM

ANTIQUITY

Figure 1.Time axis.Major aspects regarding the evolution of the settlenmetita Antiquity.

Analyzing the potential of historitdneritage and culture also requires a paraliéan planning
outlook (Fig. 1) and,at the same timé requires highlighting the role of urban strata that have
merged and generated the uniquenesbetentralhistorical assembly, the spindle shaped square.
Life in preeRoman Dacia, in the area of Turda city, was established in incipient urban seatings from
both socially and politically point of view. The urban congestions in these areas formed strong
civilian communities with diverse social layers, which gravited around the fortified acropolis,
positioned on open platform$he systematic of the settlements was archaic, so the Dacians have
evolved quite quickly due to the urbanizing approach withi@a thunicipal urban structures
introduced by the Romans settled here. The internal development of Dacian seatings had a natural
evolution and led to the transformation of some rtypé settlements in municipalities and
colonies [2].The Dacian settlement ¢his area is certified under the toponym Dierna in the pre
Roman periot The structue of preRoman settlements, whid¢tave succeeded within the territory

and the predetermindRomanurbanismled to the orientation of the settlemehihe outcome of the
archeological research is very limited far and,consequentlyit has beemssumedn area which
corresponds with the initial nucleus of the Dacian fortress.

143



C.A. Chifor/ Acta Technica Napocensis: Civil Engineering & Architecture Vol. 58 (&945) 141140

VIDQR - CETATII HILL 2

2SANDULUI RIVER *

\

N\
%

ZANELORHILL o
PARDEI VALLEY - N

S

SUIA HILL
ARIES RWER

VIILOR - CETATIHILL

W ANDULUI RIVER

N
| R
\

ANELOR HIEE

The exact position of the Dacian fortress in the territory remains unknitwnarcheological
researctbeing solimited. The latest archaeological research led to a more accurate positioning of
the establishement ds c oey@totha AriHRivergFigf 2). Afteriteg o f
roman conquest in the territory of Transilvania, the settlement was mentioned in several historical
evidences under the name of Potaissa; this name contains the term vicus that designates a place

constituted onmadhoc basis in the immediate vicinity of a Roman camp, The Fifth Macedonian
LegionCamp (Fig. 3,4).
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Figure 4. Potaissa in the

ra

century.

Taking into consideration theseformatiors, we could conclude that the cores of the Dacian and
the Roman setemens are two different onesalthoughcloseto each otherAccording to the
Roman uban military principles, thareaadjacent to the vicus had all the qualities needed to build
a fortressWe mention here thexistence of a large plateau located ahineeRomanmperial road
plateau well suitedor a good defense,offering good accessibility andvisibility. The Roman
imperial road was tracechrougtout the Dacian settlementonnectingApulum with Napoca,
considering thathisr o0 a d 6 s wpsotlseonlty onewuwable, geographially, the migration of the
settlement s  was needed.This nucleus has passed through several transformationsablut
time its territorial migration was made in connection with Arée'HRiver, which runs through the
city. As a morphological feature, the roman urban structure didvastapthe Dacian structurehe

two settlements were not the same, but they were considerably oated near th@resent
histoiical center

Furtheron, we will talk about tharcheological sitefdhe Roman camp, the military settlement and
about the civilian settlement which grew along the Roman impeay&l. The first documentary
attestations that refer to the civil and military settlement fromddwity dates from 1574 and
originates from the diary of a French traveler, Pierre Lescarpier [7]. He describes, in his travel
journal, the position of the military camp in relation with the imperial road and the civilian
settlementToday, the Roman fois considered to be the most important archaeological monument
of the city, which dates from the period of Roman military occupation, but, unfortunately it is also
the least valued as a touristic destination (FigThe architectural components of tretf which

are still preserved today, are the foundations, some elements of the sewer water line and, in some
places, the still visible parts of the overstructure. The planimetry of the Roman fort was preserved
almost entirely, but its walls were continsby demolished, after the Aurelian Retreat, until the
Middle Ages; the majority of the rocks removed from its walls were used to construct buildings and
churches in the city center. Another attestation is that of Zamosius, historian and humanist, who at
the end of the XVI century visited the military camp of Potaissa and described in detail one of its
gates [11].
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Figure 5 The ruins othe Roman military settlementhe archaeological site of The Fifth

Macedonian Legion.
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Figure 6 The newarchaeological area and the position of the stidial platform within the city, in
relation with Ariek River.

Many ideas can be formulated about tReman occupationand about its overall influenge
regarding the progress tife city and its surroundigs; but theclearesiaspect isperhapsrelated to

the existingeconomic resourceswvhich easedhe election of this place. The Roman civilian
settlemenhasdeveloped over time due to the wealthr@gourcesn its surroundingsTherefore jts
developmen was clearly favoured by the imperial traffic arteryhich connectsApulum and
Napoca.The roman soldiers had a significant role in the development of the settlement and into the
lives of civilians. The Roman population who founded the settlement prodpeminuouslydue to

the strongeconomic ties with the auxiliary troops stationed in the carhpse economic links have
increased with the establishment of Rontarilians who had followed theegion soldiers. For a

long time the archaeologists wemnfused abouthe exact locatiomof the settlements called
Potaissa and Salinae. It was believed that Potaissa was located on the territory of the present town
of Cluj-Napocawhile on Turd® territory waslocated theSalinae settlemenAll these data wer
inaccurate, making confusion due to the accelerated development of Pdiateksaconomically

and territorially.The lack ofrecentresearch in the archaeological fielde to the impossibility of
making excavations in the historical centid not alloved the development of a topographic
drawing of the city (Fig. 6). The city was formed near the Dacian village and was folardet,

by Roman civilianswho followed the Roman legicquarterechere betweethe years 68169 AD.

After the Roman occupatn Potaissa held the juridical status of vicus, until the second centyry AD
despite having an accelerated internal developn@msequently,tihas followed the other two
titles, municipium and colonialhe title of colonia comprise#otaissa settlemerand its rural
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territory. This title was granted together with Jus Italicum by the protective Emperor Septimius
Severus [2]. The particularmarks of this legion are still visibltoday on many bricks scatesl
throughout the cityin the foundations of cémal buildings and along th&trongholdsof churchesn

the city centerThe Fifth Macedonica Legion was in charge of protecting the eastern part of the
settlement8, p. 25] The rural territorywas not large but was intensely exploitdthe city was
estdlished as an urban settleménthe second half of the"ficenturyAD and in the first half of

the 11 centuryAD, along with its evolution as a vicus, municipium and later colonia. The civilian
settlementwhich gravited around theoift, has beerextended ovethe Old Turda neighbourhood,
towards the New Turda neighbourhood and through the ‘Ameeadow occupying herewide
spaces.The hearth of the settlement is certified as being located near the, bridijeby the
Romans over theArieHRIiver. This bridge was required by the imperial road route, Apulum
Napoca but today the bridge no longer exis#nother route of lower importance linked the
settlement to the nearby necropolighe civilian settlement was established according to the
principles of Roman urban planninglhus, n the city structure can be recognized particular
features of the Roman urban planning, even though the archaeological research were limited due to
the overlapping of subsequent archaeological layers. Cardo Msxiwas repremted by the
Roman oad that ran through the center of the settlement, and Decumano Maximus was re&presente
by Aries River trail[1]. The prosperousrban life of the settlement was attested byrthis of a

four kilometers long aquedycivhich supplied loth the fort and the cityAccordingly, te craft
industry has developed around the fortress in various workshops, factories and Adwesigman
legionhas played a significant role in building the city and in creating a close connection between
thecivilian and military life.

As many historiasand archaeologists said, the fall of Rome led to the collapse of the entire urban
and sociakystem created by it. Following the archaeological research it was assumed that Potaissa
was affected by an unexpedtattackof migrants from the easfs a result of this, Potaissa citadel

was inevitably demolished and the stone of its walisused to builthefoundations anthewalls

of somebuildingsand churches in thaty center.Today, the field of Roman rusrcoversan area of
approximately 12 ki The boundries of this area of study habeenrecently reviewed and
proposed by the archaeologists for the new General UrbanoPldre city This areaoverlaps

almost entirely over the historical center, androvet he entire i ndustri al
element to be considered, since it can create spaces of identity by discovering archaeological
sections in spacedke disused industrial areas.

3.2Middle Ages

Over theurban layerof the Dacian and Romasettlement of Potaiss#he late medievalrban
structure which parasitized the Roman citgverlapped.Concerningthe early medieval period
there are few historicavidences (Fig. 7)The first part of the middle Ages was negatively affected

by the masive barbarian invasions that affected the development of the seating. No positive
information is known about Turda in this period of time. Later, the city developed as a German
Hungarian town, certified under the namelrbbrda or Tord48, p. 27]
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Figure 7 Time Axis.Major aspects regarding the evolution of the settlement in the early and late
Middle Ages.

Figure 8.The location of the three Saxegatingswithin the city Saxodonia Citadel, Church
Village and Crusaders Village.
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Figure 9. Thanedievalseatingsand fortified churches that formed the city.

The oldest document that mentions the settlement under the name of Turda is a Hungarian Diploma
since 1075, of the emperdséza |, which mentions the customs of the city bridge. Another
certification is a Diplomawhich dates from 111 mentioningthe Saxonswho werepeoplebrought

to the city by Hungarian kings to exploit the salt miffidthese Saxonsenefited fromgreat
privileges. This diploma mentionshat the Saxons occupied the roman cangd formed on its

place Saxodonia citad@Fig. 8) Lateron, the Szeklers wersupportedoy the Hungarian kings to

the detriment of the Saxons andus their cultural influence was greatly diminishéegew of the

other assemblies of the settlemevdre mentioned in the Hungarian diplomdsater on Turda
fortress whi ¢ h b e c aitade| Wwasamerdoned i the watk of Teodor Murdhu[8, p.

27]. This fortress was formed by the Hungarian colonists brougtgby Gabriel Bethlentheyhad

to replaethe repeatdgl massacred citizens by Bastad to raise a fortress at the end of the Roman
Bridge This fortress was originally called Tordavar, whitfanslategd means Turd&itadel (Fig.

9). Another written evidence of the Saxons dates from7Q1Then it wasment i oned Cr
communewhich overlapsterritorially overt o d &0y Gasi irighbarhood. This community was

part of a monastic ordevhich developed theisettlement on the left bank of the riv&oday, this

site canbe locdized in the central parkraa, the one accessible from downtown, near to the City
Hall and to theunfinished building of Culture Hous&he church of this establishmenthich
represented its carevas located right on the site afiis unfinished building Before being
integrated a an adjoining neighbourhood of the citythe district was called Cridtvillage. This

name was taken from the inhabitants of the settlement which wmerdccrusaders.Other
testimonies of this area may appear in varidosumentof property under the name of Keresztez

or of Vila Criciferorum de Thordalherefore, we can sdbat the populationsvhich constantly
colonized the territorythe Saxons, the Szeklers and the Hungarians, have played an important role
in the formation of the citygenerating a prosperous economy by exploiting the salt mine and by
setting updentitay places.
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